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RULE 131 DECLARATION 



Yuan-Chi Chang, Chung-Sheng Li, Apostol I. Natscv, John R. Smith declare as follows: 

1. We ate the inventors of the above-referenced application, and we have reviewed the 
Office Action dated December 16, 2003, and the reference cited as prior art, "MediaNet: A 
multimedia information network for knowledge representation," appearing in Conference on Internet 
Multimedia Management Systems, presented on November 6, 2000, and authored by A. B. Benitz, Jr. R. 
Smith, and S.-F. Chang (hereafter MediaNet reference). 

2. Prior to November 6, 2000, we have conceived the claimed invention of this application. 
A Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 60/246,052 was filed on, November 6, 2000, with the 
USPTO. John R. Smith is the common inventor to both the present application and the Provisional 
'052 application. The '052 application as filed is attached herewith as Exhibit A. The '052 
application evidences our conception of the claimed invention prior to November 6 7 2002, the date 
of the MediaNet reference. 

3. The subject matter of the current application was not abandoned, suppressed, or 
concealed from the date of conception prior to November 6, 2000 to the date of constructive 
reduction to practice, as evidenced by the filing of the current application on August 9, 2001, within 
1 year of the filing of the '052 Provisional Patent Application. 



2 



* 



I HEREBY DECLARE that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and 
that all statements made on information and belief arc believed to be true; and further that diese 
statements were made with die knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under §1001 of Tide 18 U.S. Code and chat such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 

Yuan-Chi Chang 



Chung-Sheng Li 



Apostol Ivanov Natsev 



John R, Smith 
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